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Attendees are ready to shop at 2024's Rio Grande Arts & Crafts Festival: Balloon Festival Show.

Photos courtesy of Rio Grande Festivals + Jonathan Phillips Photography

Rio Grande Arts & Crafts Festival:
Balloon Festival Show

Location: Albuquerque, NM

Dates: Oct. 4-13, 2024
Contact: Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festivals
Website: riograndefestivals.com
Email: info@riograndefestivals.com

Phone: 505-292-7457
Venue: 100% outdoors

Space fees: $795 to $2,900

Exhibitors: 200

FASTAUDIT SHOW SCORES BY ARTISTS

1 =Y RN 8.5
Quality of WOrK.....ceuviriinniiiiieniiiiieniiniieenenees 9.1
Balance of Mediums .......cccceuvevniennienneenneennennnns 9.1
Prestige of ShOW.......cevviiiiiinnniiiiiiiiiinniiinnnee 9.1
AttendancCe ...ceuveueeueeieieieeireieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennens 8.5
Weather....coceiiiiiiiiiiiieiceireeereeeeeeeec e eeeeae e 8.2
Advertising .......cceveverivinniiiiiiiiniiininn 9.5
Management.....c.c.cceereeniiiiniiinnniinnnniennienenn. 9.8
Artist Treatment ......cceeveeeenreieeieeireeeeneeneeeennnns 9.8
Artist AMenities .....coeeeveeeeieieeieeereeeeneeeeeeennens 9.0
Judging and Awards ........ceeeevviiiiiinnniiinnieennnnn. 9.1
Layout ..cceuveuiiniiniiiiiiiiiiiic e 9.4
Load-IN/-OUt..cuceuuiernienieniriiieieeneeanerneenneennnns 9.4
Parking....cccceevviiiivminiiiiiiiiiiiniiiinccii 9.6

(1=lowest; 10=highest)
COMPILED FROM FASTAUDIT REVIEWS

The Rio Grande Arts & Crafts Festival: Balloon Festival Show
ranked FA 14 in 2024’s 200 Best list. Ninety-six percent of the
artists who reviewed the last three shows said they would exhibit
in this festival again.

New Mexico’s beauty is the backdrop during the Rio Grande Arts
& Crafts Festival: Balloon Festival Show.
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“This is always my favorite and most profitable show of the
year. The Rio Grande staft is wonderful to work with,” said a fine
art artist whose mediums are mixed media and sculpture. The
artist made $12,500 and said, “This is a very well-organized show,
with a loyal local following, and also a large tourist attendance
as well. A gorgeous location at the Sandia Resort and Casino, set
against the Sandia Mountains, and with the Balloon Fiesta close
by make this a unique experience. I've been doing the show since
2015 and always look forward to returning each fall”

A fine art artist who reported $4,300 in sales would return due
to it being a well-run show. This artist also liked the fellow artists
and show staff.

Also hoping to be back is a jewelry artist who had $9,200 in
sales. “Very enjoyable experience and sales to match!” this artist
said.

Another jewelry artist would also do the show again. The
artist’s sales totaled $3,000, and the artist described the festival as
well-run with good security, a good mix of high-quality artists,
and a dedicated audience of buyers.

It was a good experience for a metal artist as well. The artist
reported $4,800 in sales and said, “The show is well-managed, the
quality of work was quite good, and the attendees were there to
buy. I also enjoyed being under one big tent as opposed to a
10'x 10' individual tent””

A ceramicist who made $9,000 said the show organizers are
amazing. “T've been doing this show for several years and always
do well,” the artist said.

Sales totaled $18,000 for a fine art artist whose mediums are
mixed media and painting. “I would participate again because I
had amazing sales without travel expenses,” the artist said.

A mixed-media artist who made $4,000 said sales were
down compared to previous years, but the crowd was decent,
with a good number of qualified buyers. “This show is always
fun, and it always has the opportunity to make money,” the
artist said.
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FESTIVAL EXPERIENCES
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The work of glass artist Ed Martin is pictured at the Rio

Grande Arts & Crafts Festival: Balloon Festival Show.
Photos courtesy of Rio Grande Festivals + Jonathan Phillips Photography

One fiber/textile/leather artist would participate again due to
the management. This artist’s sales totaled $7,800.

A fine art artist whose medium is drawing described it as one
of the best festivals. “Albuquerque Balloon Festival draws people
from all over the world. The balloons lift in the early hours of the
morning, and then the people move from balloon watching to
the art show;” said this artist who made $7,000.

SHOW PROMOTER’S SELF-REVIEW

Liz Gore King said the Rio Grande Balloon Festival Show
continually proves to be strong and consistent. “Attendance
is healthy and reliable, with a mix of loyal locals and visiting
tourists from the coinciding International Balloon Fiesta, which
draws nearly a million visitors to the state;” she said.

Rio Grande Festivals is the promoter behind this festival, and
King is the show’s director. “This year, the hot air balloons rose
in the sky every day, which indicates the weather was ideal with
clear skies and winds under 5 mph each morning. Artists and
customers alike love the opportunity to see the balloons outside
of the huge white tent full of artwork.

“It’s a completely unique environment for a show, and when
the artists have financial success, it's a win-win that many artists
say feels like a vacation. As usual, I left this show completely
exhausted from all of the associated production (it takes a full
month to prep the site each year) yet filled with gratitude and
ready to do it all over again,” she said.

King said attendance was almost back to pre-COVID-19
pandemic levels.

What Artists Said

Seventy-eight percent of the artists who filled out the
promoter’s survey reported sales were either higher than or in
line with their other events, King said. Forty-two percent of the
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Andrew Barker works on a piece during 2024’s Rio Grande
Arts & Crafts Festival: Balloon Festival Show.

respondents said they had follow-up sales or commissions from
the show, and 95% said they would participate in the future.

She said artists rated the overall experience as a 4.8 and
organization/management as a 4.9 (out of five stars). “Out of
the surveys, some noteworthy sales included a jeweler reporting
$36,000, a painter reporting $18,000, a fiber artist reporting
$14,000, and a glass artist reporting $15,000,” King said.

There were positive remarks about the artist party that took
place the first day of the show and included live music, New
Mexican food, beer, and wine, she said. “There were also several
remarks about the classy feel of the resort and the single setup
for two weekends,” King said. “Artists really enjoy setting up
and traveling around New Mexico between weekends. The RV
parking across the street for artists also sounds like it's becoming
quite the fun summer camp experience””

She said improvement suggestions revolved around the music
volume and having more help for hire available.

Best Improvement

“When doing the booth assignments for this event, we
purposefully tried to place newer artists between seasoned, long-
time artists who might serve as a great example when it comes to
customer interaction,” King said. “We hope this indirectly helped
our emerging vendors pick up on skills related to body language
and creating good energy for sales”

Her message to those considering this show is, “This is a
unique and exciting sales opportunity that's definitely worth
adding to your schedule. It offers a one-of-a-kind experience,
unlike any other show. New Mexico is stunning during the fall
season — come find inspiration and grow your art business while
you're at it!”

O Show Reviews Continue on Page 76



